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Abstract: In the international climate agenda, “green” is not a color, but an economic 

condition set by scientific and regulatory standards based primarily on the reality of 

temperate-developed countries. Over the last decade these “green standards” have 

increasingly turned into “global standards”, used to mediate and organize commercial 

transactions all over the world. As these standards touch the ground in developing 

countries, especially in the tropical world, a series of tensions tend to emerge, often 

associated with the definition of which economic activities are sustainable and which 

are not. The purpose of my presentation is to shed light on the most visible aspects of 

these tensions based on the reality of Brazil. I will focus my analysis on four 

paradigmatic cases, coming from four key sectors of the Brazilian economy: 

agriculture, livestock production, transport, and commerce. Taken together, these 

tensions suggest a new kind of intellectual and political divide that constrains the 

progress of the green climate agenda in the Tropics. Understanding and overcoming 

such divide is key for the future of the global climate transition. 
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