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Abstract: With the climate crisis calling for more stringent policies, the 

green transition has sparked significant resistance among the population in 

Europe. However, while so-called green discontent seems particularly vivid 

in peripheral regions, knowledge is lacking regarding its geography and 

drivers. Through a quantitative analysis of survey data, I first investigate 

the geography of green discontent in Europe, focusing particularly on the 

urban-rural divide in attitudes towards the green transition. Then, 

mobilising qualitative data from fieldwork in the peripheries of Eastern 

France, I explore the multiple and entangled dimensions of green 

discontent. This work highlights the importance of addressing both  

material and nonmaterial dimensions to mitigate resistance and facilitate 

the acceleration of the green transition in peripheral regions.
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